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Barnabas 
 
        What did Barnabas do to become one of the early Church leaders?  We first 

read of his work in Acts 4:36 & 37 where we learn that his real name is Joseph (may 

Jehovah add/increase) but his various works had earned him the name of Barnabas 

(son of encouragement).  He had sold a piece of land and given the money from 

that sale to the apostles exhibiting selflessness in supporting the work of the Church. 

        We are familiar with the conversion of Paul but it was Barnabas who brought him 

into the fellowship of a nervous group of disciples (Acts 9:26 & 27) who remembered 

his harmful acts against the Church.  He was sent to Antioch to support the new 

Church there and sought out Paul to help him.  He was included in the group of 

prophets and teachers at Antioch (Acts 13:1).  Barnabas and Paul were so successful 

that followers were first called Christians at Antioch. The Church at Antioch trusted 

Barnabas and Paul to take money to the Jerusalem Church for famine relief (Acts 11: 

19 – 30). 

         We know that the Holy Spirit called them to go on what we refer to as the first 

missionary journey (Acts 213: 2 – 4).  We know that many Churches were established 

as a result of this.  We get an idea of how Barnabas may have looked in Acts 14 when 

at Iconium the people mistook them as Greek gods.  Barnabas was called Zeus the 

chief god and Paul Hermes the messenger of the gods, so Barnabas must have been 

an impressive physical specimen.   

         We read in Acts 15 how in considering a second missionary journey these men 

came to what is called a sharp disagreement over taking John Mark who had turned 

back on the first missionary journey.  Perhaps this was a result of Barnabas’s forgiving 

nature.  He took John Mark to Cyprus and Paul took Silas on what we call the second 

missionary journey.  Barnabas is also mentioned in Galatians 2: 11 – 14 at Antioch as 

being caught up with Peter in separating themselves from gentile Christians fearing a 

party of Jews from James.  Paul properly directly confronted Peter about this error.  

These events show a human fallible side of Barnabas that didn’t prevent his ongoing 

evangelistic works. 

         From Barnabas we learn the lessons of giving as much of our means and 

ourselves to support the Lord’s work as we can; not the minimal we can get by with.  

We learn to forgive, trust and embrace those converted from a life of sin as well as 

the need to teach the lost.  We learn to be humble servants of God putting Him first.  

Are you a Barnabas? 

    

Larry Benson 
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Things I Wish… Teen/Young Guys Knew 

“How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word.” Psalm 119:9 

 

 Having been a teen guy and now as a young adult, I write this article not only to 

those young men of our congregation but also to myself. There are things we need to 

remember if we are to serve God to our fullest abilities. That being said, here are some 

things I (and the Lord) wish you knew.  

 

1) It’s okay to cry. In today’s modern society, men are told not to cry or show 

emotion. Now don’t misunderstand me. Men should be able to handle 

situations with a strong back and firm shoulders, so to speak. However, if we 

bottle up our emotions, there is only one end result: anger. Men can be 

destructive and even abusive. Life is hard. Don’t be afraid to be afraid. Cry out 

to friends, family, brothers and sisters in Christ, and yes, even cry out to God. I 

cannot tell you how many times I have spent on my knees with tears rolling 

down my face in prayer in the past month alone. Even King David spent much 

of his time in lamentation to God. Tears aren’t always a symbol of weakness. It 

takes a strong man to get on his knees in humble prayer.  

 

2) Submitting doesn’t always mean agreeing. Men tend to be strong willed. We 

think we know what is best for everyone in every situation, but we don’t. We 

should obey our parents (Ephesians 6:1) and submit to the elders of the church 

(1 Peter 5:5). So what if you don’t like a decision made about a church event or 

that you are asked to serve on a day you’d rather sit in the pew? Just 

remember, as long as it falls within the confines of scripture, submitting is 

rewarding. Respect those who have authority over you.  

 

3) Keep it clean. Many of you young guys play sports. I never did, but I know 

how a locker room can be. I know how easy it is to go along with everyone else 

so you look cool and popular. No one wants to be the outcast, but that is what 

Jesus calls us to be (Romans 12:1-2). Remember this when it comes to staying 

clean: learn to control your mouth, hands, and your mind. No one is perfect, but 

if we aren’t trying to be like Jesus, we miss the boat.  

 

Last week I addressed our young ladies. This week I address our young men. As 

you read this (whoever you may be) I can promise at some point in this series, you will 

be addressed as well. Let us all continue to strive to be who God wants us to be. May 

we all be diligent to approach God, submit to authorities (both in and out of the 

church), and keep our lives pure.  

 

         Grace and peace,  

         Joshua Houston  

 



              

                      
  

           

            

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER REQUEST: 
Shirley Bibb, Dan & Lorene Stephens, Wayne 

Mobbs, Marie Fleming, Lorene Maddox, 

Selma Boyd, Oleta Bullard, Mabel Robertson, 

Janneil Brown, Sue Reeves, the Jones family, 

Lois Arnold, Nora Fann, Louise Smithson, 

Louise McKnight, Peggy Gilbert, Bessie 

Bowman, Pat Davidson, Naoma Woodcock  

 

SHUT INS: 
Rita Reed, Mabel Robertson, Houston Henry, 

Oleta Bullard 

 

NURSING HOMES & ASSISTED LIVING: 
*MEMBERS 
 

ADAMS PLACE: Nora Fann*, Nell Jernigan* 

DIVERSICARE OF SMYRNA: Jean Nickens* 

NHC: Lizzie Bush, Geri Melton*, Sue Reeves*, 

Lois Arnold* 

STONES RIVER MANOR: Margaret Davidson*, 

Jeweldean Hall*, Virgie Leonard*, Ernestine 

Taylor*, Laura Wiser*, Lillian Whitworth, Edna 

Vance* 

 

MILITARY: 
Tony Berry 
 

 

             NEWS & NOTES 
 Men’s Devo tomorrow evening, 7 pm 

at the home of Andy Mitchell with 

Ron Harper leading the devotional. 
 There will be an Elders and Deacons 

meeting Wednesday, September 21st 

after classes.  
 Salem Creek will be hosting the first 

month of Bible Bowl competition at 

MTCS on September 26th.  If you like 

to donate funds to purchase pizza 

and drinks, please give money to 

Robert McKnight or Jeff Glidden by 

September 21st.  If you would like to 

bring homemade cookies please 

bring them on Sunday, September 

25th or to the building during office 

hours on Monday, September 26th.  

Thank you in advance for your help. 

 A Senior Saint’s Meal is planned for 

Saturday, October 1st, 5 pm at the 

church building. We are going to 

have a catered meal from Jason’s 

Deli. Cost will vary with the number 

attending but should be in the $3/per 

person range to include a drink. 

Please indicate if you need a ride. 

Please see Larry Benson if you have 

any questions.  *New Senior Event 

Policy* If a Salem Creek member 

passes and the event coincides with 

their visitation hours or funeral, the 

event will be rescheduled. 
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We have received donations to the Food 

Box Program and Scholarship Fund in 

memory of Bob Hoover and Opal Jones 

by the following: 

  *Dianne Stroop 

  *Rich & Phyl Love 

  *Charles & Sue Reeves 

  *Lanny & Charlotte Markum 

  *Dirt Man, Inc. 

   

   
 

A bridal Shower in honor of Jessica Jordan, bride 

elect of John Wright, will be held on Sunday, 

September 25th from 2-4 pm at the church 

building.  Jessica is registered at Bed, Bath & 

Beyond and Target. John is the son of Russ and 

Bonnie Wright. 

 



    

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

 

Sunday 

   Morning Worship                   9:00 am 

   Bible Classes                  10:15 am 

   Evening Worship                   5:30 pm 

 

Wednesday 

   Ladies Morning Bible Class (Sept-May)   10:00 am  

   Evening Bible Classes         6:30 pm        

 

 

                 

 

 Salem Creek church of Christ 
2525 Salem Creek Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 

  Phone:  (615) 893-7532 
                 
  P. O.  Box 332067 
  Murfreesboro, TN 37133 
 
 Email:        
   office@salemcreekcoc.org 

    We’re on the web! 
www.salemcreekcoc.org 
         

ELDERS        MINISTER 

   B.K. Ham          Ron Harper 

   Jim Hatfield 

   Jon Holland       ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

   Andy Mitchell        Joshua Houston         

   Randall Phifer 

   Keith Short 
 

 

DEACONS 
   Rick Acklin           Rick Corum                 

   Larry Benson            Andy Melton    

   Michael Bowman     Brian Melton      

   Craig Buckner           Alan Pepper        

   Joe Byars           Wendell Wilson 

    

 

FOR THE RECORD   

September 11, 2016 
 

Sunday AM worship             220 

  Bible classes              160

    PM worship             131 

  Contribution              $5,742.00

                                

Wednesday   PM Bible classes                      141 

Wednesday   AM Ladies Class (Sept-May)   15 
 

*When county schools are closed due to inclement weather AM   

ladies class will be cancelled* 
 

 

 

To Our Honored Guests… 
 

We are happy you chose to worship with 
us today!  Please stay after our assembly 
so that we can get acquainted with you 
and your family.  We invite you to come 
back as often as you have opportunity! 

        We were honored by your presence! 
 

GREETERS 
Please be at the door 

15 minutes prior to services! 

 

September 18 

Steve & Martha Hill 

 

September 25 

Regenia Grissom Dean Thompson 

  

 

  

 


